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o  Australian Consulate-General
¥ Phuket, Thailand

Registering a marriage in Thailand

This information is a general guide to assist Australians wishing to register a marriage in Thailand
to ensure it will be recognised as a valid marriage in Australia. Please note that Thai authorities
will only accept a Certificate of No Impediment issued by the Australian Embassy or
Consulate for Australian citizens who have entered on their Australian passports. If you
have entered Thailand on a passport issued by another country, you will need to request the
equivalent document from that country’s Embassy. The Australian Consulate-General cannot
provide information on other issues, such as organising celebrants or venues.

Why do | need to legally register my marriage?

A marriage in Thailand must be registered with Thai authorities to be a valid marriage under Thai
law. If you do not formally register your marriage with Thai authorities you are not legally married in
Thailand or Australia.

Some couples choose to formally marry in Australia (for example at a registry office), and hold a
separate informal ceremony and/or wedding reception with family and friends in Thailand, thereby
avoiding the need to follow the steps below. This is a personal decision for couples to make.

Will our marriage be recognised in Australia?

Marriages entered into overseas are generally recognised as valid in Australia if the marriage was
recognised as valid under the law of the country in which it was entered into, at the time when it
was entered into, and providing the marriage would have been recognised as valid under
Australian law if the marriage had taken place in Australia.

There is no requirement to register a marriage in Australia which takes place overseas. The foreign
marriage certificate is prima facie evidence in Australia of the occurrence and validity of the
marriage in that country. Further information is available here.

What steps do | need to follow to marry legally in Thailand?

Step 1: Certificate of No Impediment

To register your impending marriage in Thailand, you must complete an Application for a
Certificate of No Impediment to Marriage (CNI). It is a Thai government requirement that this be
completed at the Australian Embassy in Bangkok or the Australian Consulate in Phuket. Thai
authorities will not accept just a “Single Status Certificate” issued by Births Deaths and Marriages
in Australia.

Please complete the Certificate of No Impediment form and make an appointment to attend either
the Australian Consulate in Phuket. The applicant must attend the Consulate and present original
photo identification for both themselves and their partner. If you or your partner have been married
previously, you will need to bring the original or certified copy of the divorce certificate or former
partner’'s death certificate. If this is in a language other than English, please also bring an official
translation. Please note that if both persons intending to marry are Australian citizens, both
persons will need to apply for the CNI.

Consular staff will provide the Certificate of No Impediment and a certified copy of your Australian
passport during the appointment. This will be accepted by Thai authorities up to 3 months after
issue. A fee will be charged, please refer to our website; phuket.consulate.gov.au **Please note
that the CNI will be available for collection on the next working day **
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Step 2: Translation

You must have your documents translated into Thai by a translation agency (commercial fees
apply). The Australian Consulate-General does not perform translation services or recommend one
particular company, however to assist a list of some providers in Phuket is available here.

Step 3: Authentication by Thai Department of Consular Affairs

After documents have been translated they must be authenticated by Thai government authorities
at their office listed below. For information on authentications, please contact the nearest office as
listed below:

Bangkok Department of Consular Affairs (Head Office)
123 Changwattana Road, Laksi Bangkok
Tel. 094 485 5116

Legalisation Office
5% Floor, Zone A, MBK Centre, Phayathai Road, Pathumwan, Bangkok
Tel. 02 126 7612

Songkhla Legalisation Office
Laem Son Aon Road, Bo Yang, Mueang, Songkhla
Tel. 074 326 510

Chiang Mai Legalisation Office
18t Floor, Ruang Phueng 2 Building,
Chiang Mai International Exhibition and Convention Centre, Mueang,
Chiang Mai
Tel. 053 112 748

Ubon Ratchathani Legalisation Office
Gornernor’s Office, Tambol Jaelamae, Amphur Muang, Ubon Ratchathani
Tel. 045 344581 -2

Phuket Legalisation Office
Central Festival Phuket, B Floor
Tel. 076 222 080 - 81

Step 4: Marriage at a District Office

When you have completed the above requirements, you should visit any District Office (Amphur) to
formally register your marriage. You may wish to take an interpreter to facilitate communication
with the Amphur officials. You may need to make an appointment before proceeding to the
Amphur. If you are marrying at a resort location, your celebrant or wedding planner will be able to
advise you on the location of the nearest Amphur office.

NOTE: By following the steps above it is possible to register a marriage in Thailand however
agencies and fee-based service companies are available to assist with handling these
arrangements on your behalf. The Consulate-General does not recommend any particular agency
however encourages Australians to research options and make an informed decision.
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